
 

Part 4 Setting the Spine 

Myer Pearlman stated “Interpreting prophecy is just like putting together the pieces of a human skeleton.  

If we want to do it successfully, we have to start with the right piece and the right piece is the spine.  

When we get the spine in place, we can begin to fit the other members onto it.”  Jesus’ discourse on the 

Mount of Olives recorded in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 is the spine. 

I opened by dealing with some very foundational issues like: 

 During great darkness, there would be a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit Joel 2:28-32 

 Staying positive, seeing Jesus in all things, and having right motives about studying prophecy 

 Knowing that God is in absolute complete control 

 Knowing prophecy so we can pray and live in the right direction 

 Dominionism and hyper-grace will cause people to pray and live in wrong directions 

Satan’s coming trinity 

 Satan will increasingly want to be worship as God almighty 

 He will have his “messiah son” figure the Bible calls the antichrist 

 The false prophet will be a false Holy Spirit figure 

Luke 21:20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is 

near. 
21 

Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in the midst of the 

city must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city; 
22 

because these are days of 

vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled. 
23 

Woe to those who are pregnant and to 

those who are nursing babies in those days; for there will be great distress upon the land and wrath to 

this people; 
24 

and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and 

Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”  

Israel regathered and established in their homeland and capturing Jerusalem in 1967 shows how close 

we are to the coming of the Lord.  Israel has not taken Jerusalem fully yet.  So this prophesy is not 

completed yet.  There is still the temple mount to be taken. 

The First Part of the Spine:  The destruction of the Temple in 70 AD and its future rebuilding 

Vespasian and his son Titus surrounded Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple not leaving on stone on 

another in 70AD.  The followers of Jesus in Jerusalem knew this prophecy and fled when Vespasian 

pulled his armies back temporarily to a city called Pella on the east side of the Jordan.  Vespasian pulled 

his army back because he heard news that he was the next emperor which necessitated his return to 

Rome.  His son Titus reformed the siege gathered the armies together and continued to besiege 

Jerusalem until the words of Jesus were fulfilled precisely.  The Roman soldiers heard there was gold in 



the mortar and tied ropes to donkeys pulling every stone off the other looking for gold…fulfilling Christ’s 

words exactly.  The western wall in Israel is not part of the temple, but was part of another ancient 

structure.  There has to be a temple when the antichrist rises to power. 

Israel hardened for a time:  Romans 11:25 “For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this 

mystery-- so that you will not be wise in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to 

Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”  Ezekiel 11:19 “I will give them an undivided heart 

and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.” 

When Jesus was asked what is the sign (singular) of your coming and of the end of the age he 

began this discourse which led to the answer to that question: 

 Great deception….false messiah’s 

 Wars, rumors of wars, famines, earthquakes, great fear, and pestilences 

 Worldwide persecution of Christians 

 Apostasy and betrayal among Christians 

 False prophets and cults 

 Love growing cold 

 “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the 

nations, and then the end will come.” 

False messiahs 

Literal:  The prophecy of false messiah’s by Jesus has been fulfilled.  A Jewish encyclopedia lists 

approximately forty false messiahs who have come to the Jewish people since the time of Jesus, and all 

have deceived some to follow them.  A few of these false messiahs deceived almost the whole nation.  

Bar Kochba (son of a star) claimed to be the messiah and led the Jewish people in the final revolt against 

Rome, which was utterly suppressed.  The whole nation was either killed or taken into captivity.  Moshe of 

Crete led about five thousand Jews out into the sea believing the Lord would come and they all drowned.  

It happened again in the year 1666 when Sabbatai Zevi told the Jewish people he was the messiah and 

promised to restore them to Israel and thousand of them gathered unto him.  But to save his own life he 

converted to Islam.  What a bitter disappointment for all those believers in that false messiah.  This is a 

repeated feature of Jewish history.   

Figurative:  many religions have a “jesus” they either worship or believe in, but he is not the Jesus of the 

Bible. 

Daniel gave the exact day the Messiah would appear.  God expected the Rabbis to know this.  If they 

would have calculated the days, they would have been standing in Jerusalem watching Jesus ride in on a 

donkey while the Jews waved palm branches and worshipped him, but they did not know the scriptures or 

discern the times.  God told Daniel there would be 69 weeks until the Messiah would be revealed.  This 

just so happens to be the exact day, that JESUS rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, even a donkey’s colt. 

{Therefore, there are exactly 69 Weeks of Years (173,880 days) between the decree of King Artaxerxes 

in 445 B.C to rebuild Jerusalem to when Jesus rode the donkey into Jerusalem, April 6, 32 A.D.!! God 

foretold to the day when Messiah would present Himself to Israel as their Messiah-King. We see this 

event recorded in Matthew 21:1-11.  That is why Jesus so sternly rebuked the leaders for not discerning 

the times.  They should have known this and been looking for it. 


